A curriculum for teaching clinical ethics in neonatal-perinatal medicine.
Ethical thought plays a role in clinical decision-making, especially in fields such as neonatal-perinatal medicine. There is limited information, however, on the best way to teach ethics to postgraduate medical trainees in this subspeciality. This article describes the development, implementation, and evolution of a structured curriculum in ethics for a program in neonatal-perinatal medicine. The curriculum is facilitated by a specialist in ethics and based on hypothetical case scenarios, which are discussed using a framework that highlights the ethical values promoted or neglected in each decision option. Formal evaluation of the program has been impossible, but informal reviews indicate that there is a high degree of satisfaction.